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26th March 2021 

Dear Parents / Carers,  

 

The end of another term has arrived and, unlike when we broke up at Christmas, we are able to say we have made it through 

the term without any positive cases being reported.  Having now reached a whole year living with all of the changes that are 

in place, it is reassuring to know that things may now slowly be getting back to some kind of normality.  I am sure that you 

will be looking forward to taking the opportunity to meet with others outside, from March 29th, over the holidays and I hope 

that you all have an enjoyable Easter. 

 

Attendance – Spring 2 – Week 5 
Whilst attendance has decreased slightly this week, it still remains higher than the average for Wakefield primaries and some 

classes are still managing to maintain a fantastic level of attendance. 

SPRING 2 – 
Week 5 
22/3/21 to 
26/3/21 

M Tu W Th F Week 

UFS 96.7% 93.3% 96.7% 96.7% 93.3% 95.3% 

1 92.6% 96.3% 96.3% 96.3% 100.0% 96.3% 

2 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 96.2% 99.2% 

3 96.8% 93.5% 96.8% 96.8% 93.5% 95.5% 

4 96.7% 96.7% 96.7% 96.7% 90.0% 95.3% 

5 100.0% 100.0% 96.8% 90.3% 87.1% 94.8% 

6 90.0% 90.0% 90.0% 93.3% 93.3% 91.3% 

School 96.1% 95.6% 96.1% 95.6% 92.7% 95.4% 

Wakefield 90% 90% 90% Not available Not available 90.0% 

 

Today, children will be bringing home the end of term attendance letters.  Whilst we understand that there are far more 

factors affecting attendance than usual, we do still need to keep parents and carers informed of attendance levels.  

Where absence has been a result of Covid-19 or circumstances leading to isolation, this has been taken into account. 

 

Easter – Decorated Egg Competition, Egg Challenge and Easter Activities 
This year, we have decided to run the decorate egg competition through the Easter holidays.  Normally, we would present 

the prizes in a whole school assembly on the last day of term but as this is not possible this year, we thought that allowing 

some extra time and running the competition during the holidays, it would possibly be a good activity for the children to 

complete at home during the break.  There is no theme this year so be as creative as you can.  Could you create 

something to represent the last twelve months?  An NHS hero or Captain Tom perhaps.  Would you prefer to do a film or 

comic book superhero?  Spiderman or Wonder Woman maybe.  Or do you have an idea of your own which has what it 

takes to be a winner and earn you a special prize?  If you do wish to enter the competition, please send photographs of 

your egg-cellent creations to FW-Enquiries@ipmat.co.uk by Friday 9th April 2021. 

 

Teachers will be also sharing, via Seesaw, Miss Burns’ fantastic egg challenge that we first set during the first lockdown.  If 

you wish to have a try at this, please send photos and video via Seesaw to show your egg-citing efforts! 

 

Finally, please find attached with this newsletter and Easter activity pack produced by Wakefield that is similar to the 

Christmas one shared over the holidays in December.  This is also optional but does include some fun Easter-themed 

activities to occupy your children if needed. 
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Holidays in Term Time 
We have had several requests for holidays in term-time recently.  Below is the information from the Attendance Policy 

regarding this.  Please see the wording in the policy regarding this which makes it clear the stance school takes on 

holidays in term time and the issuing of Fixed Penalty Notices, should children be taken out of school for holidays when 

this has not been authorised: 

 

Headteachers shall not grant any leave of Absence during term time unless they consider there are exceptional 

circumstances relating to the application. Exceptional circumstances being defined as being of unique and significant 

emotional, educational or spiritual value to the child which outweighs the loss of teaching time.  

 Parents do not have any entitlement to take their children on holiday during term time. Any application for leave must 

establish that there are exceptional circumstances and the Headteacher must be satisfied that the circumstances warrant 

the granting of leave.  

 Headteachers will determine how many school days a child may be absent from school if the leave is granted.  

 Applications for Leave of Absence must be made in advance and failure to do so will result in the absence being 

unauthorised.  

 The school can only consider applications for Leave of Absence which are made by the resident parent.  

 Applications for Leave of Absence which are made in advance and refused will result in the absence being unauthorised 

which may result in legal action against the parent, by Fixed Penalty Notice, if the child is absent from school during that 

period.  

 If a Fixed Penalty Notice is issued and is not paid within the timeframe set out in that Notice, the matter will be referred 

to Wakefield County Council’s Legal Services to consider criminal prosecution proceedings under S444 of Education Act 

1996.  

The DFE website is clear that leave of absence is unlikely to be granted for the purpose of a family holiday. As such the 

Governors have made the decision to refuse requests for term time holidays unless there are exceptional circumstances. In 

order to enforce this decision the Governors have agreed to the issuing of Fixed Penalty Notices for parents taking their 

children out of school during term time for holidays without permission. The school will work closely with the Education 

Welfare Service to enforce this policy. 

 

One of the reasons that school leaders and governors were in favour of a two week school holiday half-way through the 

Summer Term, in May/June, was because it did give the opportunity for holidays to be taken when there could be less 

demand and cheaper prices potentially.  We completely understand that after the year that everyone has experienced, 

there will be many families wanting and needing holidays but school will still need to follow the policy in place. 

 

Red Nose Day 
Thank you for all of your generous donations last week for Red Nose Day.  School managed to raise a fantastic £198.   

Thank you. 
 

Mrs Scargill 
This week marks the end of the term but also the end of Mrs Scargill’s time at Fitzwilliam Primary School as she leaves us to 

enjoy a well-deserved retirement.  Mrs Scargill has been at school for 25 years and contributed to the education of 

hundreds of children in that time.  All of these pupils will have benefitted from Mrs Scargill’s hard work, commitment and 

expertise during the time they spent in her care.  We know that we will still see her on the school run sometimes but 

everyone at school will be extremely sad to see Mrs Scargill leave us but we all wish her the very best in the future! 
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Frickley Athletic and Afterschool Clubs 
You should now have received an electronic online form, via e:mail, to complete if you are interested in your child attending 

one of the afterschool clubs after the Easter holidays.  Please ensure you complete this as soon as possible if you want to 

secure a place at a club as we do have to limit numbers.   

YOU DO NOT NEED TO COMPLETE THE SURVEY IF YOU DO NOT NEED A PLACE. 

 

School Photos 
Thank you if you have completed the survey regarding the school photographer coming into school.  So far the results are 

unanimously in favour of the photographer so we will confirm this booking.  The main questions from parents and carers 

have been regarding class group photos and photos with siblings. As stated in the survey information, photographs with 

family members, including siblings, will not be possible this year owing to the logistics of safely bringing pupils together 

from different bubbles.  Whilst we realise siblings share the same household, it is staffing this safely that is the main issue 

as it would mean staff mixing with children from different bubbles – something we try our upmost to avoid where possible.  

The other consideration is time.  The family photos do usually take a long time to work through them all.  As we will need to 

be cleaning down furniture between pupils and changing furniture between year groups, this itself will take more time than 

usual. With regards class photos, we will need to discuss this with the photographer as we will still need to maintain social 

distancing so options regarding this will be discussed with the photographer nearer the time. 

 

Upcoming Dates 
Date Event 

Friday 26th March 2021 School breaks up for Easter holidays  

Monday 12th April 2021 School re-opens for Summer 1 

Wednesday 28th April 2021 Parent Meetings via Teams / Phone 1 – 3:30pm – 5:30pm 

Monday 3rd May 2021 MAY DAY – School closed 

Wednesday 5th May 2021 Parent Meetings via Teams / Phone 2 – 3:30pm – 7:30pm 

Thursday 6th May 2021 INSET DAY – School closed 

Monday 10th – Friday 14th May 2021 Mental Health Awareness Week 

Friday 21st May 2021 School breaks up for half-term 

Monday 7th June 2021 School re-opens for Summer 2 

Friday 11th June 2021 School photos 

Wednesday 28th July 2021 School closes for summer holidays 
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SAFEGUARDING 
Please be aware of how long children spend on devices and monitor their use. 

https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/need-help 

Further information can be found at: 

https://www.internetmatters.org/schools-esafety/primary/  
https://www.childline.org.uk/ 

https://www.papyrus-uk.org/ 

https://www.net-aware.org.uk/networks/tiktok/ 

 

ICON 

Unfortunately, Wakefield has experienced recent baby deaths here in the district as a result of overlay, unsafe 
sleeping and shaken babies.  The ICON program can help to prevent this with the support it provides: 

 
I – Infant crying is normal; 

C –Comforting methods can help; 
O – It’s OK to walk away; 

N – Never, ever shake a baby 
 
Wakefield safeguarding children partnership (wakefieldscp.org.uk) – info for staff and parents, including the 
safer sleeping standard information. 
The Lullaby Trust - Safer sleep for babies, Support for families – info for staff and parents. 

 

Other useful links: 

https://parentinfo.org - resources and guidance for parents on a wealth of subjects 

https://www.net-aware.org.uk/networks/ - guidance about popular apps, games and networks children may be 

accessing 
https://www.starwakefield.org.uk/  - resources and support to help deal with bereavement  

https://www.camhs-resources.co.uk/  - resources to help with mental health and wellbeing 

https://youngminds.org.uk/ - Young Minds 
https://wf-i-can.co.uk/  - Online resources for children and young people in Wakefield with mental health and wellbeing 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/ - NSPCC 

https://www.lullabytrust.org.uk/ - website for safer sleep for babies 

www.iconcope.org – website offering support around normal infant crying and how to cope / manage this 

 

Useful Numbers  

YOUNG MINDS PARENTS HELPLINE: 0808 8025544 

CHILD LINE - Help for adults concerned about a child call us on 0808 800 5000 

CHILD LINE - Help for children and young people call Childline on 0800 1111 

NHS - For urgent medical help – use the NHS 111 online service, or call 111 if you're unable to get help online. 

NHS - For life-threatening emergencies – call 999 for an ambulance. 

POLICE – 101 for non-emergencies or 999 in an emergency 
REFUGE – Call 0808 2000 247 for support from the National Domestic Abuse Helpline 
NORMANTON FOOD BANK - 01924 895634 or 07307 189851 
 
Please have a lovely Easter, stay safe and we will see you all again on April 12th. 

Paul Quarry   

(Headteacher) 
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COVID19 Symptoms At Home Flow Chart 
 

 

 
Does my child have a temperature, loss 

of smell / taste or a new continuous 
cough (coughing a lot for an hour or more 
or three or more coughing episodes in 24 

hours? 

Does any member of your household 
have a temperature, loss of smell / taste 
or a new continuous cough (coughing a 

lot for an hour or more or three or more 
coughing episodes in 24 hours)? 

YES NO YES 

Child stays at home for at 
least 10 days or negative 

test result 

All members of the household 
stay at home for at least 10 
days or negative test result 

CHILD MUST GET COVID TEST 
 

SCHOOL MUST BE INFORMED 
OF THE RESULT ASAP 

MEMBER OF THE HOUSEHOLD 
SHOWING SYMPTOMS MUST GET 

COVID TEST AND OTHERS GET 
TESTED IF THEY SHOW SYMPTOMS 
SCHOOL MUST BE INFORMED OF 

THE RESULT ASAP 

Positive 

Negative 

Negative 

Positive Child must stay 
at home for at 
least 10 days 

Child can go to school 

If the child is well 
and the 

temperature is 
gone 

Child must stay 
at home for at 
least 10 days 
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